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the past few years is due to the fact that thousands of
the Indians still have faith in their ancient tradition
and, with few exceptions, the descendants of the
Aztecs are still looking forward to their millennium
and the reinstatement of their ancient gods. As Is
the case with the descendants of the Mayas, the
Incans and others., the Mexican Indians have a deep-
seated faith in their pagan deities, athough nominally
Christians, and while some, such as the Hulcholes of
northern Mexico, have driven out the priests, have
cast aside the Christian religion and have returned to
the worship of their ancestral gods, the majority
maintain a profound secrecy as to their true beliefs
and devotions, and profess entire ignorance of the
gods and ceremonies of their ancestors.
As Quetzalcoatl Is always represented as a white
man with a full beard and attired In a black robe
bordered with white crosses, and as the Mayan
Plumed Serpent god, Kukulcan, Is also represented
as a bearded man It seems quite probable that the
myths were based upon the actual arrival of some
European In ages past* Certain persons have claimed
that the Plumed Serpent was a Viking, despite the
facts that his legendary advent was centuries before
the Norsemen reached the New World and that his
representations are found among the most ancient
American remains. The pious Spanish padres, on
the other hand, Identified Quetzalcoatl with St.
Thomas and other apostles, and In their writings,
pointed out the many similarities between the Aztec
religion and their own. It has even been suggested
that a divine being may have appeared to various
races, including the ancient Americans, and taught